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REMARKS 

Claims I, 5 and 9 have been amended. Claims 1-9 are pending in the 
present application. In addition, applicant has amended paragraphs [0018] 
and [0024] of Specification by adding limitations disclosed in FIG. 5 of the 
drawings of the application as originally filed. Therefore no new matter is 
added. Applicant appreciates Examiner's careful review of the present 
application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The entry of Davis (U.S. PGPUB 20020111897) in the information 
disclosure statement (IDS) is incorrectly noted as 20021 11 897. 

In response, applicant has changed "U.S. PGPUB 2002111897" to 
"U.S. PGPUB 200201 1 1897" of the entry of Davis in the IDS list, and re- 
submits a correct IDS, in order to correct the typographical error stated by 
the Examiner. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: "a 
procurement management system including outsourcing good information" 
should be "a procurement management system including outsourcing goods 
information". 

In response to this objection, applicant has changed the term "good" to 
the teim -goods- in line 2 of claim 9, for the purpose of overcoming the 
objection. Accordingly, applicant respectfully requests that the objection 
be withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. 102 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U-S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Thomas et al. (US Patent 6,301,574, hereinafter referred to as "Thomas"). 
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In response to this rejection, applicant has amended claim 9 by adding 
more limitations thereinto, such limitations being sourced from the 
originally filed specification of the present application. This has been done 
for the purpose of overcoming the rejection. 
Claim 9, as amended, recites in part: 

'a procurement management system for providing outsourcing 
goods information and supplier information; 
an inventory management system for providing outsourcing goods 
receipt records/or setting up a performance record for a supplier 
and current inventory records for determining a purchasing 
amount of each outsourcing transaction, 

an accounting management system for providing outsourcing 
accounts carrying forward records and outsourcing accounts 
information for illustrating accounting balances of outsourcing 
transactions; and 

an outsourcing management system linked with said procurement 
management system, said inventory management system and said 
accounting management system for providing supplier 
performance information, outsourcing transaction information and 
outsourcing transaction accounting entries'. 
Applicant submits that Thomas does not disclose or otherwise teach the 
invention having the above-described features, as set forth in claim 9 as 
amended. 

Thomas doe, disclose a bid utformation report pn)vides , 
form to convey bid inform*™ fa. contract ,„ an outsourcing 
company, the bid information including cos, estimate, time estimate 
btdding contractor', name, and bidding contractor', contact detail, from 
contractors to an outsourcing company (col. S, line, 17-36). However 
Thorn,, falls ,o disclose «h= feature, of seM,g up .pvfomuu.ce record 
for a supplier andaeUmuning a purchasing amo Unl of each outsourcing 
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transaction. This claimed feature can be found in paragraph [001 6) on 
page 5 of the present specification. 

Furthermore, Thomas does disclose a bid template that may be 
utilized to provide the outsourcing information submitted by an outsourcing 
company to each contractor meeting the search criteria of the outsourcing 
company (col. 7, lines 64-67-col. 8, lines 1-16). However, Thomas fails to 
disclose the features of illustrating accounting balances of outsourcing 
transactions. This claimed feature can be found in paragraph [0016] on 
page 5 of the present specification. 

Moreover, Thomas does disclose suitable communication links 
between client machines and a server (col. 4, lines 19-32). However 
Thomas fails to disclose the features of providing supplier performance 
information, outsourcing transaction information and outsourcing 
transaction accounting entries. This claimed feature can be found in 
paragraph [0016] on page 5 of the present specification. 

In summary, the inventory management system, the accounting 
management system and the outsourcing management system of the 
combmed system for outsourcing provided by the present application is 
distinctly different from the system for providing business information 
disclosed by Thomas. 

In conclusion, Thomas clearly fails to disclose, teach or even suggest 
the present invention having the above-described features as set forth in 
clarni 9 as amended. Accordingly, applicant respectfully submits that 
amended claim 1 is not only novel under U.S.C. §I02(b) over Thomas, but 
also unobvious under U.S.C. §103 over Thomas. Therefore, applicant 
requests reconsideration and removal of the rejection and allowance of the 
claim. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. 103 
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Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Thomas (U.S. Patent 6,301,574) in view of Showghi et al. (U.S. Patent 
6,920,43 1, hereinafter referred to as "Showghi"). 

Id response to these rejections, applicant has amended claims i and 5 
by adding more limitations thereinto, such limitations being sourced from 
the originally filed specification or the accompanying drawings of the 
present application as originally filed. The amendments have been made 
for the purpose of overcoming the rejections. 
Claim 1, as amended, recites in part: 

'a supplier performance information analysis module for 
analyzing performance records each comprising historical 
records about the quality of goods delivered by various suppliers 
to determine suitable suppliers; 

an outsourcing transaction accounting entry maintenance module 
for creating and maintaining outsourcing transaction accounting 
entries each comprising a plurality of outsourcing accounts; and 
an outsourcing transaction variation information maintenance 
module for generating an outsourcing transaction variation 
record when an outsourcing transaction variation occurs, and 
for determining whether the outsourcing transaction is to be 
canceled according to the outsourcing transaction variation 
record'. 

Applicant submits that neither Thomas nor Showghi, taken alone or in 
combination, teaches, discloses or otherwise suggests the invention having 
the above-highlighted limitations, as set forth in claim 1 as amended 

Tho« 88 teaches that a report form including several fields is used for 
gathenng information of a particular contractor in terms of performance 
scale, time completed, budget, and company managerial role scale (col 8 
hnes 58-67), and further that the report form has a statistical analysis of the' 
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fields of the particular contractor and a comparison to certain other 
contractors (col. 9, lines 1-5). However, Thomas fails to teach or suggest 
the feature of the supplier performance information analysis module for 
analyzing performance records each comprising historical records about 
the quality of goods (see paragraph [0016] on page 5 of the present 
specification). 

Thomas teaches that a bid template is used for providing the 
outsourcing information submitted by an outsourcing company to each 
contractor meeting the search criteria of the outsourcing company and that 
the contractor can enter information responsive to the outsourcing 
information. The information entered by the contractor can include the 
name of the contractor company, the contractor's cost estimate, and the 
contractor's time estimate, and it is apparent that all such information must 
be selected or inputted by a person (col. 7, lines 64-67- col. 8, lines 1-16) 
However, Thomas fails to teach or suggest the feature of the outsourcing 
transacts accounting entry maintenance module for creating and 
maintaming outsourcing transaction accounting entries each comprising a 
plurality of outsourcing accounts that can be computed (see paragraph 
[0018] on page 6 of the present specification). 

Showghi teaches that an ordering system includes a means to cancel 
or reiund orders that for some reason are not normal, and that an ordering 
system processes an acknowledgement to balance the reduced cost (col 1 1 
lines 9-20). However, Showghi fails to teach or suggest the feature of the' 
outsourcing transaction variation information maintenance module for 
generating an outsourcing transaction variation record „hen an 
outsourcing transaction variation occurs, and for determining whether 
the outsourcing transaction is to be canceled according to the 
outsourcing transaction variation record (see parag^h [0024] on page 8 
of the present specification). That is, the ordering system disclosed by 
Showgh. cannot generate any outsourcing transaction variation records 
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for determining whether the outsourcing transaction is to be canceled 
(see FIG. 5 of the present drawings). In the present invention, it is readily 
apparent that the outsourcing transaction variation information maintenance 
module can generate the outsourcing transaction variation record in 
order to determine whether the outsourcing transaction is to be canceled, 
because this can be deduced directly from FIG. 5 of the present drawings 
and paragraph [0024] of the present specification. 

In conclusion, Thomas in view of Showghi clearly fails to disclose, 
teach or even suggest the present invention having the above-described 
features as set forth in claim 1 as amended. Therefore, applicant 
respectfully submits that amended claim I is unobvious and patentable 
under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over Thomas in view of Showghi, and requests 
reconsideration and removal of the rejection and allowance of the claim. 

Because claims 2-4 depend directly from amended independent claim 
1, and respectively recite additional subject matter, claims 2-4 should also 
now be allowable. 

Claim 5, as amended, recites in part: 

'(b) obtaining the performance record comprising historical 
records about the quality of goods delivered by the supplier and 
historical transaction records of trading with the supplier if the 
performance record for the supplier has been set up; .. . 

(e) creating outsourcing transaction accounting entries each 
comprising a plurality of outsourcing accounts and computing the 
outsourcing accounts thereof; 

(f) generating an outsourcing transaction variation record when 
any outsourcing transaction variation occurs; and 

(g) determining whether the outsourcing transaction is to be 
canceled according to the outsourcing transaction variation 
record'. 
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For at least reasons similar and corresponding to those asserted above 
in relation to amended claim 1 , applicant submits that neither Thomas nor 
Showghi, taken alone or in combination, teaches, discloses, or otherwise 
suggests the invention having the above-highlighted limitations as currently 
set forth in claim 5 as amended. 

In addition, Thomas does not disclose or suggest the features of 
generating an outsourcing transaction variation record when any 
outsourcing transaction variations occurs; and determining whether the 
outsourcing transaction is to be canceled according to the outsourcing 
transaction variation record (see paragraph [0024] on page 8 of the 
present specification). Sbowgbi does not disclose or suggest the described- 
above features either. It is submitted that the combination of Thomas and 
Showghi does not disclose or suggest the described-above features either. 

Therefore, applicant respectfully submits that amended claim 5 is 
unobvious and patentable under 35 LLS.C. §103(a) over Thomas in view of 
Showghi, and requests reconsideration and removal of the rejection and 
allowance of the claim. 

Because claims 6-8 depend directly or indirectly from amended 
independent claim 5, and respectively recite additional subject matter, 
claims 6-8 should also now be allowable. 

In view of the above claim amendments and remarks, the subject 
application is believed to be in a condition for allowance, and an action to 
such effect is earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Juei-Mei Wang 
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